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Dennis Johannssen is a Ph.D. candidate in German Studies at Brown University. He 
received Master’s degrees in Cultural Studies and Philosophy, and he studied Critical 
Theory at the University of California, Berkeley. He is currently finishing his 
dissertation on the epistolary debates and philosophical tensions between Walter 
Benjamin and Theodor W. Adorno, focusing on their divergent understandings of 
language and literary criticism. His articles, interviews, and reviews have appeared or 
are forthcoming in Anthropology and Materialism, Zeitschrift für kritische Theorie, The 
German Quarterly, and MLN. 
 
Laurynas Adomaitis: I have graduated from Vilnius University with a MA in 
Philosophy and continue to study as a doctoral student (perfezionando) in Scuola 
Normale Superiore in Pisa. My research focuses on Leibniz’s scientific methodology and 
metaphysics. However, I enjoy exploring broader horizons associated with his work. I 
have presented papers on Leibniz’s realistic and idealistic interpretations, his 
conception of animals and the criterion of humanity, as well as many other topics. I 
strongly believe that the underdeveloped aspects of the Leibnizian notion of expression 
can pave new ways of understanding Benjamin’s work as well.  
 
Valérie Debuiche is Maître de Conférences en Philosophie at Université d’Aix-
Marseille. She has published and taught widely in the history of philosophy, the history 
and philosophy of mathematics, and in geometry. Details of Valérie’s publications and 
research interests can be found at her personal website, 
valeriedebuiche.wordpress.com. 
 
Audrey Borowski is a doctoral student at the University of Oxford working on the 
German thinker Leibniz. She is also the founder and convener of the TORCH research 
network 'Crisis, Extremes and Apocalypse' at Oxford. 
 
Javier Toscano holds a PhD in Philosophy by the National University in Mexico and 
the Freie Universität Berlin (Daad Fellow 2009-2010). He won the first accésit on the 
2006 Essay Prize by the University of Navarra, Spain, with his book on Walter Benjamin 
(Un mundo sin Dios, pueblo de fantasmas). He has participated in talks and conferences 
at different venues, including the ZKM (Karlsruhe, Germany), the International 
Simposium on Electronic Art (ISEA, Singapur and Istanbul) or the Latin American Art 
Forum at Harvard University, among others. He is currently a researcher at the TU-
Chemnitz, in Germany.  
 
Peter Fenves, Joan and Sarepta Harrison Professor of Literature, is professor of 
German, Comparative Literary Studies, and Jewish Studies as well as adjunct professor 
of Philosophy, Political Science, and English at Northwestern University. He is the 
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author of A Peculiar Fate: Metaphysics and World-History in Kant (Cornell University 
Press, 1991), “Chatter”: Language and History in Kierkegaard (Stanford University 
Press, 1993), Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin (Stanford University Press, 
2001), and Late Kant: Towards Another Law of the Earth (Routledge, 2003), which was 
translated into German in 2010; and most recently The Messianic Reduction: Walter 
Benjamin and the Shape of Time (Stanford University Press, 2010). He is currently 
working on two books, one entitled “Revolution in the Air,” the other a brief study of 
Benjamin and China. 
 
Josh Alvizu is Visiting Assistant Professor of German at Washington & Lee and Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Literature & Film at Hollins University. He recently completed 
his dissertation, Montage Practice: Militant Modernism and the German-Soviet Avant-
garde in the Department of Germanic Languages & Literatures at Yale University. He 
works on montage aesthetics in the interwar period, surveillance, and Paul Scheerbart. 
 
Noa Levin is a Doctoral candidate at the Centre for Research in Modern European 
Philosophy at Kingston University. Her research focuses on montage, narrative and time 
in Walter Benjamin and Gilles Deleuze’s writing. She completed an MPhil in European 
Culture and Literature as a Gates Scholar at Cambridge University in 2015. She holds 
a BA in Philosophy and Film from Tel Aviv University; during her studies she wrote and 
directed several short films.  
 
Paula Schwebel is Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Ryerson University in Toronto. 
She is currently completing a book on Walter Benjamin and Leibniz, entitled Walter 
Benjamin’s Monadology: The Idea of Art, Expression, and Historical Time.  Her recent 
publications on Benjamin and Leibniz include: “Intensive Infinity: Walter Benjamin’s 
Reception of Leibniz and its Sources” in Modern Language Notes (127.3, 2012); “Monad 
and Time: Reading Leibniz with Heidegger and Benjamin” in “Sparks will Fly”: Martin 
Heidegger and Walter Benjamin (SUNY University Press, 2015); and “Constellation and 
Expression in Leibniz and Benjamin,” in Thinking in Constellations: Walter Benjamin 
and the Humanities (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, forthcoming).   
 
Lucie Kim-Chi Mercier is a postdoctoral Researcher in Philosophy at the Centre for 
Research in Modern European Philosophy (CRMEP) at Kingston University. Her PhD 
thesis (2015) formulated a concept of translation at the intersection of Benjamin's 
philosophy of language, Serres's epistemology of science and the reconfiguration of 
critique in postcolonial times. Her current research tackles the problem of the 'crisis of 
reference' in 1960s French structuralism and at the conflictual threshold between 
philosophy, race and decolonisation. She has published in the Palgrave Encyclopedia of 
Imperialism and Anti-Imperialism, Theory, Culture and Society and Radical Philosophy.  
 
Christopher Law is a doctoral student at Goldsmiths, University of London and a 
Graduate Affiliate of the college’s Centre for Philosophy and Critical Thought. His PhD 
research focuses on Walter Benjamin’s concept of ‘uncriticizability’, which is considered 
to register Benjamin’s recognition of the simultaneous emergence of literary criticism, 
notions of poetic force, and the idea of ‘life’ in philosophical and literary texts around 
1800. His writing has appeared in Postmodern Culture. 


